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III. DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-11 and 14-24 are presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or 
composition of matter or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent 
therefore, subject to the conditions and requirements of this title. 

2. Claims 1-1 1 and 14-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claims are directed 
to a non-statutory subject matter, specifically, the claims are not directed towards the final result 
that is "useful, tangible and concrete (See State Street , 149 F.3d at 1373-74 USPQ2d at 1601- 
02). 

According to the New Guidelines of October 26, 2005, which states that "A claim limited 
to a machine or manufacture, which has a practical application, is statutory. In most cases a 
claim to a specific machine or manufacture will have a practical application. See Alappat 33 
F.3d at 1544, 31 USPQ2d at 1557)... a specific machine to produce a useful, concrete, and 
tangible result (State Street 149 F.3d at 1373-74 USPQ2d at 1601-02). 

Examiner requests Applicant to include in Applicant's claimed limitations (in all the 
claims) the following: Claim limitation describing - 

1. What is the practical application? 

2. What is final result which Applicant considers concrete, useful and tangible? 
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Because the "practical application, result, concrete, useful and tangible" limitations are 
not claimed in Applicant's claims, Examiner asserts that the above listed claims are nonstatutory. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC S 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 
102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that 
the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to which the subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in 
which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-1 1 and 14-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Gusack (U.S. Patent 6,356,897) in view of Kessenich et al. (U.S. Patent 6,292,802). 

As to Claim 1, Gusack discloses a keyword associated with data contained in a file 
storage system, comprising: 

a parameter comprising a first portion of the keyword, the parameter identifying the data, 
the parameter describing an attribute of the data ( Gusack Fig. 15 and Col. 19, lines 28-59); and 

a second portion of the keyword, being upon the data ( Gusack Fig. 15 and Col. 19, lines 

28-59). 

Gusack does not explicitly teach parameter value. 

Kessenich et al. teaches parameter value (Kessenich et al. Col. 13, lines 2-33). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have modified Gusack to include parameter value. 
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It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have modified Gusack by the teaching of Kessenich et al. to include parameter 
value with the motivation to more efficiently, indexed search capability to rapidly locate 
arbitrary text in a large document or collection of documents as taught by Kessenich et al. (Col. 3 
lines 3-6). 

As to claim 2 Gusack as modified teaches: 

wherein the parameter is user-defined (Gusack Fig. 15-17 and Col. 19, lines 28-59). 
As to claim 3 Gusack as modified teaches: 

wherein the parameter and the parameter value are linked as a contiguous text string 
(Gusack Fig. 15 and Col. 19, lines 28-59). 

As to claim 4 Gusack as modified teaches: 

wherein the parameter further comprises a units designator, the units designator 
comprising a portion of the parameter, the units designator indicating the units of measurement 
for the parameter value ( Gusack Fig. 15-17 and Col. 19, lines 28-59). 

As to claim 5 Gusack as modified teaches 

a pointer (i.e. link Gusack Fig. 15-17 and Col. 19, lines 2-59), the pointer comprising a 
third portion of the keyword, the pointer pointing of the data ( Gusack Fig. 15-17 and Col. 19, 
lines 28-59). 



Application/Control Number: 10/672,943 
Art Unit: 2165 



Page5 



As to claim 6 Gusack as modified teaches: 

a plurality of keywords (Gusack Fig. 15-17 and Col. 19, lines 28-59), the plurality of 
keywords begin an index of the data pointed to by one or more pointers contained within at least 
one of the plurality of keywords (i.e. index. Gusack Fig. 15-17 and Col. 19, lines 28-59). 

As to claim 7 Gusack as modified teaches: 

wherein the data contained in the file storage system is semi-structured data (i.e. 
Hypertext. Gusack Fig. 15-17 and Col. 19, lines 28-59). 

As to claim 8, Gusack as modified teaches 

wherein the data contained in the file storage system is hypertext data (i.e. Hypertext. 
Gusack Fig. 15-17 and Col. 19, lines 28-59). 

As to claim 9 Gusack as modified teaches 

wherein the data contained in the file storage system is unstructured data ( Gusack Fig. 
15-17 and Col. 19, lines 28-59). 



As to claim 10 Gusack as modified teaches 

wherein the data contained in the file storage system is text data (i.e. Hypertext. Gusack 
Fig. 15-17 and Col. 19, lines 28-59). 
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As to claim 1 1 Gusack as modified teaches 

wherein the keyword is a first keyword ( Gusack Fig. 15-17 and Col. 19, lines 28-59), the 
data contained in the file storage system is first data contained in the file storage system and the 
parameter is a first parameter ( Gusack Fig. 15-17 and Col. 19, lines 28-59), further comprising a 
second keyword (Gusack Fig. 15-17 and Col. 19, lines 28-59), the second keyword associated 
with second data contained in the file storage system(Gusack Fig. 15-17 and Col. 19, lines 28- 
59), the second keyword having a second parameter (Gusack Fig. 15-17 and Col. 19, lines 28- 
59), the second parameter not being a parameter of the first data contained in the file storage 
system ( Gusack Fig. 15-17 and Col. 19, lines 28-59). 

As to claim 14 Gusack as modified teaches a file storage system having an index of 
keywords, each keyword having a parameter and a parameter value (Kessenich et al. Col. 13, 
lines 2-33), a method of searching for data, comprising: 

receiving a search criterion (i.e. search. Gusack Fig. 15-17 and Col. 20, lines 1-20), 

comparing (i.e. matching Gusack Fig. 15-17 and Col. 20, lines l-20)the search criterion 
with the keywords in the index (Gusack Fig. 15-17 and Col. 19, lines 28-59), and 

presenting the results from the comparing step ( Gusack Fig. 15-17 and Col. 20, lines 2- 

20). 



As to claim 15 Gusack as modified teaches a method, wherein the search criterion further 
comprises 
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any combination of one or more members of the group of: a search criterion parameter, a 
search criterion parameter value, or a units designator for a search criterion parameter value 
(Gusack Fig. 15-17 and Col 20, lines 2-20); 

the search criterion parameter comprising a member of a set of all the parameters defined 
in the data contained in the file storage system ( Gusack Fig. 15-17 and Col. 20, lines 2-20), the 
units designator indicating the units of measurement for the search criterion parameter value 
(Gusack Fig. 15-17 and Col. 20, lines 2-20). 

As to claim 15 Gusack as modified teaches a method wherein comparing the search 
criterion with the keyword further comprises: 

representing the search criterion as a contiguous text string ( Gusack Fig. 15-17 and Col. 
20, lines 2-20, col. 19, lines 10-29), and 

comparing the contiguous text string with the keyword, using Boolean logic ( Gusack 
Fig. 15-17 and Col. 20, lines 2-20, col. 19, lines 10-29). 

As to claim 16 Gusack as modified teaches a method, wherein the search criterion further 
comprises 

a parameter value for the parameter, the parameter value being based upon the data 
referred to by the parameter (Gusack Fig. 15-17 and Col. 20, lines 2-20, col. 19, lines 10-29). 



As to claim 17 Gusack as modified teaches a method wherein the keyword further 
comprises 
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a units designator for the parameter value, the units designator indicating the units of 
measurement for the parameter value (Gusack Fig. 15-17 and Col. 20, lines 2-20, col. 19, lines 
10-29). 

As to claim 19 Gusack as modified teaches a method wherein the data contained in the 
file storage system is semi-structured data (Gusack Fig. 15-17 and Col. 20, lines 2-20, col. 19, 
lines 10-29). 

As to claim 20 Gusack as modified teaches a method wherein the data contained in the 
file storage system is hypertext data (Gusack Fig. 15-17 and Col. 20, lines 2-20, col. 19, lines 
10-29). 

As to claim 21 Gusack as modified teaches a method wherein the data contained in the 
file storage system is unstructured data ( Gusack Fig. 15-17 and Col. 20, lines 2-20, col. 19, lines 
10-29). 

As to claim 22 Gusack as modified teaches a method , wherein the data contained in the 
file storage system is text data (Gusack Fig. 15-17 and Col. 20, lines 2-20, col. 19, lines 10-29). 



As to claim 23 Gusack as modified teaches a method wherein the parameter is user- 
defined (Gusack Fig. 15-17 and Col. 20, lines 2-20, col. 19, lines 10-29). 
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As to claim 24 Gusack as modified teaches 24. The method of claim 14, wherein the 
keyword is a first keyword, the data contained in the file storage system is first data contained in 
the file storage system and the parameter is a first parameter ( Gusack Fig. 15-17 and Col. 20, 
lines 2-20, col. 19, lines 10-29), further comprising a second keyword, the second keyword 
associated with second data contained in the file storage system, the second keyword having a 
second parameter (Gusack Fig. 15-17 and Col. 20, lines 2-20, col. 19, lines 10-29), the second 
parameter not being a parameter of the first data contained in the file storage system ( Gusack 
Fig. 15-17 and Col. 20, lines 2-20, col. 19, lines 10-29). 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 



examiner should be directed to Yicun Wu whose telephone number is 571-272-4087. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 am to 4:30 pm, Monday -Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey Gaffin can be reached on 571-272-4146. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 571-273-8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 571-272-2100. 




Yicun Wu 
Patent Examiner 
Technology Center 2100 



June 14, 2006 



